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THE CHILDREN is fully protected under the copyright laws of the United States of
America, and of all countries covered by the International Copyright Union
{including the Dominion of Canada and the rest of the British Commonwealth),
and of all countries covered by the Pan-American Copyright Convention, the
Universal Copyright Convention, the Berne Convention, and of all countries with
which the United States has reciprocal copyright relations. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in any form by any means {electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or stored in any retrieval system in any
way {¢lectronic or mechanical) without written permission of the publisher.

The English language stock and amateur stage performance rights in the United
States, its territories, possessions and Canada for THE CHILDREN are controlled
exclusively by Dramatists Play Service, 440 Park Avenue South, New Yorl, NY
10016. No professional or nonprofessional performance of the Play may be given
without obtaining in advance the written permission of Dramatists Play Service
and paying the requisite fee.

All other rights, inchuding without limitation motion pictire, recitation, lecturing,
public reading, radio broadcasting, television, video or sound recording, and the
rights of translation into foreign languages are strictly reserved.

Inquiries concerning all other rights should be addressed to Casarotto Ramsay &
Associates Ltd., 3rd Floor, 7 Savoy Court, The Strand, London WC2R 0EX. Attn;
Mel] Kenyon

NOTE ON BILLING
Anyone receiving permission to produce THE CHILDREN is required to give
credit to the Author as sole and exclusive Author of the Play on the title page of all
programs distributed in connection with performances of the Play and in all
mstances in which the title of the Play appears, including printed or digital materials
for advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the Piay and/or 2 production
thereof. Please see your production license for font size and typeface requirements.

Be advised that there may be additional credits required in all programs and
promotional material. Such language will be listed under the “Additional Billing”
section of production Jicenses. It is the Licensee’s responsibility to ensure any and all
required billing is included in the requisite places, per the termus of the license.

SPECIAL NOTE ON SONGS/RECORDINGS

Dramatists Play Service neither holds the rights to nor grants permission to use any
songs or recordings mentioned in the Play. Permission for performances of
copyrighted songs, arrangements or recordings mentioned in this Playis not included
in our license agreement, The permission of the copyright owner{s) must be obtained
for any such use. For any songs and/or recordings mentioned in the Play; other songs,
arrangements, or recordings may be substituted provided permission from the
copyright owner(s} of such songs, arrangements or recordings Is obtained; or songs,
arrangements or recordings in the public domain may be substituted.
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THE CHILDREN was commissioned by and prermiered at the Royal
Court Theatre (Vicky Featherstone, Axtistic Director; Lucy Davies,
Executive Producer) on November 17, 2016. It was directed by
Tames Macdonald, the design was by Miriam Buether, the lighting
design was by Peter Mumford, and the sound design was by Max
Pappenheim. The cast was as follows:

Francesca Anxnis
HAZEL oot ceeeeemecssss s st Deborah Findlay
RIOBIN oot veearsmsen e sesesnerasassassessesnassasasenapasassranserass Ron Cook

The Royal Court Theatre production of THE CHILDREN was
produced on Broadway by the Manhattan Theatre Club (Lynne
Meadow, Artistic Director; Barry Grove, Executive Producer) on
December 12, 2017, with the same cast and crew. The production
stage manager was Martha Donaldson.




CHARACTERS

ROSE
HAZEL
ROBIN

All in their sixties.

KEY
A forward slash (/) indicates an overlap in speech.

A comma on its own line (, ) indicates a beat. A beat is shorter than
a pause. It can also denote a shift in thought or energy.

The text has been punctuated to serve the music of the play, not
grammatical convention. Dashes are used sparingly and generally
indicate a hard interruption.

A NOTE ON THE DANCE

In the Royal Court production we used “Ain't It Funky Now” by
James Brown, chosen by the actors from a shortlist, but I haven’t
specified this in the text as you could use anything (see special note
on songs/recordings at the back of this volume). These are the things
we liked about our track that might help you in choosing yours:

1. Itis of a period but not defined by that period. The play is not
addressing a single generation, and it would be a shame if this
mornent made it feel like it was.

2. Ttis credible a group of friends might have choreographed a
routine to it.

3. It is quite spare, so doesn’t compete with the dialogue that is
spoken over it.

4. Itis cool. But not too cool.

THE CHILDREN

The light moves slowly from dark to light.
The effect of a painting being cleaned.
Revealed is:

A small cottage on the East Coast.

A summer’s evening.

The sound of the sea through the open door.

It is not usually lived in full time.

Camp has been made here by someone with a domestic hand.
Wild flowers in milk bottles.

Candles in wine bottles.

Tupperware fruit bowl.

The room is at a slight tilt.

The land beneath it is being eroded.

But this should not be obvious to the naked eye, and only
becomes apparent when, for example, something spherical is
placed on the kitchen table. \

And Rose.

Her nose is bleeding.

Blood has spilled down her top.

She looks around the room and does nothing to tend to her nose.
She looks for a long time at a basket of washing on the floor.
Finally she raises her voice.

ROSE. How are the children?
HAZEL. (Off.) What? Oh, the—theyre fine, they're——just keep holding
it Rose! At the bridge. Are you doing it?

ROSE. Yes.

Hazel enters with a towel.

HAZEL. And put your head down!
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